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Whenever we take a
step towards Jesus,
we come to realize
that He is already

there, waiting for us
with open arms.

POPE FRANCIS
1936 — 2025
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Readings for the week of
April 27, 2025

Sunday:
Acts 5:12-16/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 (1)/
Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19/Jn 20:19-31

Monday:
Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9/Jn 3:1-8

Tuesday:
Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5/
Jn 3:7b-15

Wednesday:
Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/
Jn 3:16-21

Thursday:
Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20/
Jn 3:31-36

Friday:
Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4,13-14/Jn 6:1-15

Saturday:
1 Cor 15:1-8/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Jn 14:6-14

Next Sunday:
Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-
12,13 (2a)/Rv 5:11-14/Jn 21:1-19 or 21:1-14

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
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INTIMACY, JOY, AND LIFE-GIVING
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Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

It’'s common for Catholics to hear the question, “Why do
| have to go to a priest to have my sins forgiven?” I've
never liked that question because not only is it clunky
(confession is the ordinary way for the pardoning of
serious sins, not lesser ones). But it misses the larger
context: the wonderful origins of the sacrament itself.
And this context is deeply Jewish.

Ancient Jews associated forgiveness of sins with priests
offering sacrifices in the Jerusalem temple. It was a
solemn, public, and tangible way to access God’s mercy.
So when the risen Jesus breathes on the Apostles and
says, “Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and
whose sins you retain are retained” (John 20:23), the
upshot is remarkable: he is the new temple and his
Apostles are the new priests. Jerusalem is no longer
the place to find forgiveness from sin. Jesus’ body, the
Church, is.

So why should we go to the Sacrament of Confession?
For the same reason ancient Jews went to the temple in
Jerusalem: to experience the intimacy, joy, and life-giving
power of God’s eternal forgiveness.

— Father John Muir

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY ©LPi



Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
Many signs and wonders were done among the people
at the hands of the apostles. (Acts 5:12)

Psalm:
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting.
(Ps 118) Or: Alleluia.

Second Reading:

When | caught sight of him, | fell down at his feet
as though dead.

He touched me with his right hand and said,
“Do not be afraid.” (Rv 1:17)

Gospel:
On the evening of that first day of the week,
when the doors were locked, where the disciples were,
for fear of the Jews,
Jesus came and stood in their midst
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” (Jn 20:19)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

Thomas needed proof to believe the amazing
things that had happened. God, in His mercy,
gave him that proof — but it was up to
Thomas to accept it. Do we accept the proof
we see of God’s love every day?

Observances for the week of
April 27, 2025

Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy)
Monday: St. Peter Chanel, Priest and Martyr;

St. Louis Grignion de Montfort, Priest
Tuesday: St. Catherine of Siena,

Virgin and Doctor of the Church
Wednesday: St. Pius V, Pope
Thursday: St. Joseph the Worker, National Day of Prayer
Friday: St. Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
Saturday: Sts. Philip and James, Apostles
Next Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Easter

Devotions, Explained!

The rite of sprinkling, also
called the Asperges rite, recalls
the new life we receive in the
waters of our baptism. Though
most common during the
Easter season, this rite can take
place on any Sunday and is
used in place of the penitential
act.

Prayer of
Divine Mercy

O Blood and Water that redeems
and saves, have mercy on us!

O Blood and Water that heals and
restores, have mercy on us!

O Blood and Water that
strengthens and renews, have
mercy on us!

Amen.
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